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Appendix iv: Example photos of findings 

Drainage and Environmental Improvements 

  

 

Foxbridge Drive basin – this 

drainage basin has potential to 

hold more water, taking it off the 

nearby hosing estate street and 

parking surfaces, and becoming an 

attractive feature for people and 

wildlife.  Opening up the tree 

canopy and digging out the base 

would improve the chances of it 

being wet year-round. 

 

 

 

Spire Cottage Pond - This pond is 

connected to farm ditches and 

Bremere rife and acts as an 

overspill area to hold water during 

high rainfall events and when 

groundwater is high.   

With water voles living through this 
area the pond can act as extra 
habitat as well as holding water off 
the adjacent low-lying lane.  

 

Hunston Manor Moat – this 

historic manor house has an 

extensive moat and linked pond, 

and this dries out during hot 

summers.  Church Lane has a 

history of flooding and by 

improving the capacity of the moat 

and getting light in on the 

waterway, it can hold more water 

during high rainfall events and 

improve biodiversity. 
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Church Farm Pond – This pond is 

overgrown, full of willow, and has 

its capacity reduced by years of silt 

and vegetation.  It is connected to 

a network of ditches across 

farmland and has the potential to 

be a biodiversity hotspot, holding 

water all year round, and also 

tanking water during high rainfall 

events. 

 

 

Hoe Farm Pond – This pond is a 

relic farm pond and has an old flint 

wall feature to one end that is quite 

a frequent feature of farm ponds in 

this area.  The pond is covered in 

willow and quite shaded and full of 

silt.  By digging it out, managing the 

willow and exposing the water to 

light, this pond could hold water 

year-round, have a greater 

capacity during high rainfall 

events, and encourage 

biodiversity. 

  

Drainage Issues 

 

Bremere Rife at Hunston Playing Fields, Jan 2019, blocked at culvert with debris  

If Bremere Rife is blocked, then the consequences can be felt quickly when it rains as this 
main water artery drains the village of excess surface water. 
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Water runoff from fields to the east of Church Lane, Hunston February 2020 

The arable field to the east of Church Lane is higher than the road and during prolonged or 
intense rainfall events water pours off the land, funnelled by the large concrete field 
entrance, and onto the road.  There has been a series of temporary barriers used to try and 
redirect the water into a roadside ditch, but these are no successful, get overwhelmed by 
water, knocked over and become an obstacle on a narrow lane. 

  

The concrete skirt that makes up the driveway entrance should have a grilled trench drain in it 

(see photos above) to take water off the hard surface and into the culverted waterway 

underneath.  This would also act as a silt trap to prevent the soil entering the ditch system and 

blocking it up – this is very evident as an issue in the ditches of the lane.  The silt can then be 

removed periodically and even returned to the field, it will also help to prevent nitrates and 

pesticides getting into the waterways. 

 


