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Introduction 

 

Name of Site…………..EAST BEACH POND 
 
Duration of Plan……..10 Year Management Plan August 2012-July 2022 

 

Site status……………...Community Nature Area 

Site reference….….…..Not known 

Grid reference………...SZ864934 

Area of site……….……1.3 hectares 

NVC…………………….not identified 

Local Authority………...Chichester District Council 

County……………….…West Sussex 

Land owners…………..Chichester District Council 

Contacts ……….….…. Justin Jones  Green Spaces & Street Scene Manager CDC                                                                                              

                                      jjones@chichester.gov.uk                                

                                      Sarah Hughes Community Wildlife Officer CDC 

                                            shughes@chichester.gov.uk 

                                       Dave Haldane Volunteer co-ordinator for EBP MWHG                  

                                      d.haldane1943@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

Right of Access….……….Unrestricted access. No right of way exists    

 

mailto:shughes@chichester.gov.uk
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Site description 

 

East Beach Pond is a community open space situated to the south east of Selsey on the 
Manhood Peninsula in the county of West Sussex. See map Appendix 3 The site is 
owned and administered by the Chichester District Council and forms part of the lands 
identified in their Local Biodiversity Action Plan 2020-2024. (BAP) The site consists of 
sand, silt and gravel with underlying clay and is approximately 2 metres above sea level 
and covers an area of 1.3 ha. A pond measuring approximately 110 metres in length and 
100 metres in width is the dominant feature on the site. The natural water level is 0.98 
metres AOD and at high tide is 1.11 metres AOD. The site serves as a water storage 
area during periods of excessive rainfall. Native and naturalised water plants have been 
planted along the pond’s marginal edges. The land immediately surrounding the pond 
consists of compacted soil containing natural and introduced trees, shrubs, grasses and 
wildflowers. 
 

Archaeological features 

 

An archaeological watching brief carried out from 14th October to 27-29th November 
2002 during pond improvement work, failed to identify any archaeological features.  
However, four pieces of unstratified struck flint and one shard of medieval pottery were 
found on the eastern edge of the pond.                                                                
Programme Manager Helen Moore.  Thames Valley Archaeological Services                            
Site Supervisor Pamela Jenkins. Site code EBS 02/91 
 
 

Monuments and sites of interest 

 

No monuments or historical features on site 
Outside of the site and close to children’s play area, documented evidence identifies the 
currently unmarked site of Beach Station built in 1898 which formed part of the Selsey 

Tram line. This was disbanded in 1937. 

 

On-site Utilities  

Not applicable 
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Habitat management 

Aims and resources 

 

Aims which have been achieved 
2003/04…..Re-profiled pond.  CDC contractors + volunteers 
2004/05…..Nursery bed along the East perimeter stocked. MWHG            
2005………Mixed deciduous shrubs planted to form a hedge. MWHG 
2005………Information boards erected. 
2005...........Peninsula. Reeds planted in soil filled bags. MWHG 
2006………Marginal vegetation planted. Pre-planted Coir rolls placed   
                   along the banks of the outlet channel. MWHG 
2007………Pre-planted Coir rolls sited on the south bank. MWHG 
2010………Further planting of mixed deciduous shrubs to reinforce the   
                   existing hedgerow. MWHG 
2011………Dipping platform constructed. MWHG 
2011………Outlet channel cleared of accumulated reeds and debris.  CDC 
2013………CDC contractor reduced the spread of reed beds at 4 pre-selected areas. 
2013……....Planted native wildflowers and grasses on the spit.  MWHG 
2013……...Created hard core filled channels to assist land drainage MWHG 
2013…..…..Improved nesting facilities for smaller nesting birds. MWHG (ongoing) 
2014/15…..Improved signage (Large notice and interpretation board), MWHG,CDC 
2016………Reeds along channel cut back   CDC 
2017………Sign identifying the site as a Community Nature Area positioned.                                                                                                                                                
2018……….New fence installed perimeter with Beach Road   CDC Contractors        
2018 ……...Three additional outflow pipes installed north from Beach Road  WSCC                                                    
‘’  ‘’ ‘’            Contractors                             
2018…….…New hogging path installed from tractor gate to Beach Road entrance. Work 
2019……..  carried out by Landbuild contracted by CDC                                                                 
2020………Contractors to roll back vegetation along eastern pond margin but due to 
2020/21…..Covid 19 restrictions the work is on hold.  
 

   

 

 

 

New path installed 2018/19 
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Nature Conservation Importance 

 

 

Compartment 1…Freshwater pond 
The original smaller pond was re-profiled by contractors using heavy plant and with the 
assistance of volunteer labour.  The fringe margin was improved by additional planting of 
native and naturalised plants considered compatible with the habitat. The current 
biological community of submerged aquatic flora and fauna is relatively poor but set 
against base line surveys made in 2009 there has been some improvement. The large 
water fowl and gull population influences water quality and extant biological 
communities. Supplementary feeding by the public encourages large numbers of 
mallards and gulls to visit the site. A small population of Brown rats Ratus norvegicus 
thrive supported by bread and seed scattered by the public across the site. The pond 
supports Common carp Cyprinus carpio,  Grass Carp Ctenopharyngodon idella Roach 
Rutilus rutilus and Rudd Scardinius erythrophthalmus   
 

Compartment 2…Vegetation fringing the pond 
The planting of reeds and other marginal plants was carried out between 2004 and 2006. 
Only native or naturalised plants compatible with a fresh water pond and its environs 
were planted. Their function was to stabilise the bank and provide cover and a food 
source for wildlife. The fringe vegetation now meets the 80% cover as prescribed in a 
previous Management Plan 2006-2011. The marginal plants provide shelter for nesting 
Coots Fulica atra and Moorhens Gallinula chloropus 

 

Compartment 3… Island 
The island provides a terrestrial habitat within the pond that is not easily accessible to 
the public. Most of the land surface on the island remains above water during periods of 
raised water levels. Herbaceous vegetation is managed to provide cover and nesting 
possibilities for birds. Bat boxes have been placed on the two large trees on the island. 
Of interest. A pair of Mute swans successfully nested and reared rear cygnets for many 
years but have not nested since 2018   
 

Compartment 4…Shrub layer 
At the southern and northern ends of the pond there are areas where smaller woody 
plants such as Hawthorn Crateagus monogyna, Sloe Prunus spinosa. Dogwood Cornus 
sanguinea. and Willows Salix sp have formed a shrub layer under the larger White 
poplar Populus alba and White willow Salix alba. The shrub layer is an important habitat 
in its own right with the plants providing blossom, berries and nesting opportunities for 
birds and invertebrates. Other important shrubs found here are Bramble Rubus sp, Dog 
rose Rosa canina and Honeysuckle Lonicera sp.   
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Compartment 5…Paths, mown grass and bare areas. 
The area surrounding the pond consists of compacted neutral soil which has been laid to 
grass or planted with native wildflowers. A tarmac path provides a stable surface along 
the primary access which runs from the car park to East Beach Road. A substantial 
hogging path was laid 2018/19 along the eastern and northern walkway replacing the 
damaged Netlon path. A two-metre wide strip of grassland bordering the whole length of 
the footpaths is regularly mown by CDC contractors during the spring and summer 
months. Bare areas have been developed to accommodate nesting and basking sites for 
winged insects. Of special interest are species of Hymenoptera (mining bees and wasp.)  

 

Compartment 6…..Hedgerow 
The primary hedgerow follows the boundary of the residential properties along the 
western edge of the site. The dominant species are Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and 
Sloe Prunus spinosa. Whips of Hawthorn, Sloe, Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Dog rose 
Rosa canina and Spindle Euonymus europaeus were planted along the front edge of the 
existing hedge during the period 2007 to 2011. These together with Ivy Hedera sp. and 
Honeysuckle Lonicera sp, and Pampas Grass Cortaderia selloana a non-native grass 
will eventually improve the structure and diversity of the hedgerow. Wrens Troglodyte 
troglodyte, Blackbirds Turdus merula and Robins Erithacus rubecula  have been 
recorded nesting  in the hedgerow. 
 

 

Compartment 7….Trees 
Trees are found randomly growing around the perimeter of the site with the dominant 
species being White Poplar Populus alba. A mixture of other species across the site 
includes Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, Silver Birch Betula sp, White Willow Salix 
alba, Whitbeam Sorbus aria and Field Maple Acer campestre . A small glade has been 
created and planted up with specimen trees some of which are commemorative. Found 
on this site are Common Oak Quercus robur, Common Alder Alnus glutinosus, Holm 
Oak Quercus ilex, Black Polar Populus nigra and Crab Apple Malus sp.  

 
Compartment 8…….Culverts 
There are seven water inlets transporting water from flooded areas north of the pond. 
The largest inlet, close to the Beach Road entrance, consists of a concrete structure 
housing two large pipes. Two smaller concrete inlets on the northern margin were 
constructed in 2004 and more recently in 2017 a further three smaller pipes were 
installed at the north end. The outflow is positioned at the western corner of the pond 
close to the car park and carry’s water to the sea.  Water feeds through an 
underground-pipe where a non-return valve regulates the flow.*    *see appendix 2 
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Compartment 9….Other constructions and site furniture. 
Dipping platform constructed using concrete filled sandbags 
Post and rail fencing along the northern and eastern boundary. Post and rail fence 
situated above the main inlet and outlet pipes 
Furniture. Moulded PVC picnic tables and benches, Standard designed wood and metal 
park benches. 
Two interpretation boards purchased by MWHG 2007. 
A visitor information board. 
Site identification board…2017 
Three boxed life preservers. 
 
 
 

Public use and recreation 

 

The site is used by pedestrians for leisure, exercise and dog walking. 
The pond is used on Sundays and Wednesday afternoons throughout the year by the 
Selsey Model Boat Club. 
Schools and youth groups are encouraged to use the site for environmental studies. 
An annual Open Day is organised by the East Beach Pond volunteers 
Fishing is not permitted and sign posted accordingly. Unfortunately, night time fishing 
does occur from time to time. 
Minor damage due to vandalism is light. 
Litter including dog faeces is a regular occurrence and collected weekly by volunteers. 

 

 

Land surrounding the site 

 

Roads and residential properties surround the pond on three sides.   A large hard 
standing car park with adjoining recreational grassland is situated to the south of the 
pond. The car park also serves as a reservoir for surplus water during floods. 
To the south west of the car park there are toilet facilities, a children’s play area, a skate 
board ramp, a mountain bike track and a refreshment kiosk. 
A few trees and bushes including Mulberry bushes have been planted on the grass 
amenity site. The area is considered to be of low ecological value. 
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History of Land Management 

 
The site has been used for natural drainage dating back to at least 1777. The present 
pond was excavated in 1972 as part of upgrading works to the existing drainage system. 
In 2003 the pond was almost doubled in size as part of a flood alleviation urban drainage 
scheme for Selsey Gate, a housing development situated in Pye Fields to the north of 
Selsey. A site Management Plan was commissioned in 2004 and Chichester District 
Council (the landowners) and the East Beach Pond Group (affiliated to the Manhood 
Wildlife and Heritage Group) formerly agreed to their respective roles in maintaining the 
site.  . 

 

Management Team 

 

The landowner Chichester District Council has given the East Beach Pond Group a 
licence allowing them to carry out routine maintenance and conservation work on the 
land contained within the site referred to as East Beach Pond. The present group 
consist of 7 volunteers who meet every Tuesday afternoon throughout the year, CDC 
supports the group by offering advice and carrying out the grass cutting of verges 
alongside the footpath, tree work requiring chain saws and reed cutting along the outlet 
channel. They also remove all green waste produced during work sessions. 
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Operational management 

Site Objective Management 

C1 Freshwater pond Visual monitoring for water 
quality 
Clean out debris and 
remove obstructions 

Report irregularities to CDC 
Work carried out as 
required 
Report concerns to CDC 
 

C2 Marginal vegetation Control excessive or 
unwanted growth of native 
marginal plants 
Eradicate invasive alien 
plants.   Create selected 
sites to promote cover and 
nesting opportunities. 
 

Common reeds Phragmites   
cut back on a 2 year cycle, 
unless conditions warrant 
further intervention. All work 
to be carried out outside of 
the Bird breeding season 
mid-March to late August 
 

C3 Island To maintain approximately 
50% plant cover. 
To control marginal 
vegetation where required 

Control excessive thistle 
and nettle growth. Aim for 
pockets of thick cover 
across the island. 
Work carried out between 
October and mid March 

C4 Shrub layer Develop and maintain areas 
of shrub growth. The aim 
should be to create a shrub 
and herb layer.  
Use native and naturalised 
shrubs. Only allow non-
native shrubs that pose no 
threat to the site. Use the 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 
1981 as guidance. 

Selective pruning/pollarding 
carried out where annual 
growth becomes invasive. 
Key aims to retain a bio 
diverse range of plant life  
beneficial to wildlife and 
does not conflict with public 
interest. 
Work carried out October to 
March. Emergency work 
carried out at any time of 
the year 

C5 Paths and mown grass The site is served by a 
tarmac path and hogging 
path.  Verges consisting of 
grass and wildflowers have 
been created along the 
length of the footpaths 

Maintain edges of paths 
where excessive growth 
invades the path. 
Fill in small potholes where 
required. 
Grass verges cut at regular 
intervals during the growing 
season by CDC Contractors 
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C6 Hedgerow An established hedge 
borders the western edge. 
that backs onto residential 
properties. 
Maintain to a manageable 
height to serve as a screen 
and provide nesting and 
foraging opportunities.  

An annual trim is required 
to control excessive growth 
which might invade private 
property or interfere with 
public right of way.       
Work requiring the use of   
power saws carried out by 
CDC. 
 

C7 Trees Monitor the condition of 
mature trees that border 
three sides of the pond. 
Specimen trees and 
commemorative trees 
privately donated to be 
monitored and cared for.  
Only native or naturalised 
trees are planted 

Regular inspection is 
carried out and structural 
damage and excessive rot 
identified and passed on to 
CDC 
Storm damage to branches 
and branches which have 
been vandalised are cut 
back by the EBP Group 
Remedial work can be 
carried out at any time. 
Pruning or pollarding from 
October to March 

C8 Culverts and structures Culverts feed water from 
the surrounding land into 
the pond and out into the 
sea. 
Report damage to CDC 

Pipes and surrounding 
concrete kept free of debris 
and weeds. Inlet and outlet 
pipes to be inspected 
regularly. 
 

C 9 Other constructions Maintain the condition and 
safety of the Dipping 
platform and Information 
boards. 
Check life preserver box 
and contents.                
Clean seats and benches 

Keep dipping platform free 
of weeds. 
Preserve information 
boards using teak oil. 
Inspection of all site 
furniture and where excess 
damage or wear and tear 
occur inform CDC 
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Monitoring 

Species Survey Method & 
frequency 

Observations Data 

Trees, Wildflowers 
and Grasses’  

Twice yearly full 
survey. 
 

Observations 
confirmed and 
recorded 

Data held by DH for 
the MWHG 
Rare and unusual 
observations 
passed to Sussex 
Biodiversity Records 

Bird Survey Carry out regular 
visual sightings 
throughout the year. 

Confirm and 
Recorded  

As above 

Invertebrates Random 
observations 
throughout the year. 

Confirm and 
recorded 

As above 

Fungi Random 
observations. 
Frequent from 
September to 
December  

Confirm and 
recorded 

As above 

Amphibians and 
Reptiles 

Infrequent 
observations 

Confirm and 
recorded 

As above 

Mammals Follow up reported 
observations 

Confirm and 
recorded 

As above 

Pond dipping Random dips April 
to September 

Set against original 
baseline 2005 
Confirm and record 

As above 

Visitor Pressure Monitored Recorded Inform CDC if there 
are concerns 
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Priority Species 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
Name 

Habitat National Status Local status 

Common Toad 
Bufo bufo 

Bufo bufo Scrub and 
hedgerow 

Protected 
species under the 
W&C Act 1981 

Not threatened 

Daubentons 
Bat Myotis 
dabentoni 

Myotis 
daubentonii 

Pond and 
island 

Protected 
species W&C Act 
1981 

Not Known 

European Eel 
Anguilla 
anguilla 

Angulla anguilla Pond and 
drainage 

Protected 
species Critically 
endangered 
IUCN Red List 

Vulnerable 

Water Vole no 
recent sightings 
2019-2021 

Arvicola 
amphibius 

Banks Priority species 
UKBAP 

Vulnerable 

 

Fertilisers 

Type of Fertiliser How applied  Dates 
None used N/A N/A 
 

Chemicals used for the control of plants and wildlife 

Type of Chemical How applied Toxicity Dates 
None used N/A N/A N/A 
 

Pest control native and non-native wildlife 

Target species Form of control Aims 
Brown rat Ratus norvegicus Trapping by licensed pest 

control operative 
To protect vulnerable 
species and the public 

Canada geese Branta 
canadensis 

Occasional visitor not 
considered a pest 

N/A 

Brown-tail tussock moth 
Euproctis chrysorrhoea 

Burning nests or hand 
picking 

To control infestations CDC 

   
 

Risk assessment Site Specific 
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Hazard Risk Action 
Deep water and slippery 
slopes 

Drowning or injury Work with a partner and 
test the water depth before 
entering. 

Weils disease Leptospirosis Rat borne disease enters 
body by way of deep open 
wounds. 

Cover any minor wounds on 
exposed parts of the body 
and refrain from entering 
the water if you have recent 
deep wounds. 

Lyme disease Borreliosis Tick borne bacterium After the work session 
check clothing and any area 
of the skin that was 
exposed. Carry out a full 
body search at home. 
In the event of finding a tick 
on your body seek medical 
advice. 

Insect bites and stings and 
exposure to toxic organisms 

Pain and possible allergic 
reaction 

Report any skin or physical 
reaction to the First Aider 

Plants with thorns Wounds and possible 
infection 

Report deep scratches or 
penetration wounds to the 
First Aider 

Sunburn Dehydration and skin 
damage  

Advised the use of sun 
screen protection, wear a 
hat and drink plenty of 
water. 

 

A First aid box should always be taken on site.  

Common sense advice when working at the East Beach Pond 

Always make sure you are fit and strong enough for the tasks. 
Wear clothing appropriate for the task 
Wear additional protective items when required 
Use an anti-bacterial hand sanitiser after the session and before drinking, eating or 
smoking. 

 

Covid 19 During the current pandemic 2020/2021, work should be carried out 

in accordance with government instructions. Team leader to advise 

Operational objectives summarised 
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Stands of the Common Reed Phragmites australis controlled where the plant interferes 

with water flow or becomes too invasive elsewhere on the pond. 

Develop a shrub profile by the selective management of shrubs, herbs and ground flora 

Selective pruning of shrubs to allow the development of a sturdy central growth 

Trees or branches that have fallen or are considered unsafe should be made safe by 

pruning or removal. Large damaged trees to be reported to CDC 

Control of pernicious weeds such as Creeping thistle Circium arvense, Nettles Urtica 

dioca, Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea and Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum.                 

Avoid disturbance where there is evidence of insect activity. 

Selective control of Bramble Rubus sp allowing pockets of growth to benefit nesting 

birds. 

Trees with sucker growth or unwanted seed dispersal should be thinned to limit spread. 

The base of larger trees cleared of vegetation to allow inspection. 

Control of introduced or non-native species in accordance with the Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981 

Clear all water inlets regularly. 

The footpath verges should be cut during the growing season to retain a low sward of up 

to 2 metres where possible. Work carried out by CDC Contractors. 

Keep the grass short around benches and picnic tables. 

Regular clearance of litter and dog faeces.  

Keep a record of the sites plants and wildlife using fixed point photography or random 

snap shots.  

Alien species should be monitored but action only take where the introduced species is 

known to be damaging to the local environment or is a threat to native species. 

Information regarding priority risk species can be found on the NNIS web site.   

 

 

 Summary 
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The site has been sensitively managed to provide diversity and habitat benefits to a wide 
range of plant and animal life   
 
The water quality is occasionally subjected to low grade pollution from the accidental 
influx of salt water or from unidentified substances entering the pond through the inlet 
pipes. This has resulted in a poor submerged aquatic flora and fauna. A few fish species   
seem to tolerate these conditions but occasionally due to low oxygen levels their 
numbers crash. 
 
As a designated Flood Catchment Site the pond and surrounding area are subject to 
occasional flooding. 
 
All-natural materials removed from the site are recycled by CDC 
 
The pond and its environs have proved very popular with local people and the site is 
viewed by the community as a valuable asset. Benches and picnic tables allow people of 
all age groups to sit and view the pond and its picturesque setting.  In 2018/19 the   
pathways around most of the site were upgraded to provide all weather use.  
 
The Selsey Model Boat Club use the facility twice a week and add to the tranquillity of 
the site. 
 
East Beach Pond is included in Selsey Town Councils entries in the South and South 
East in Bloom competition most years.  
The pond has received several gold awards in the conservation section of this 
competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attached to this document 
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Appendix 1…….…Map of East Beach Pond present day                                    
Appendix 2……… Diagram showing non-return valve 
Appendix 3 ….….. Map of the Manhood Peninsula 
 

 

Relevant sources of information 

 

East Beach Pond Management Plan 2012-2022 
 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 
 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan  (LBAP) for 
Chichester District Council  amended 2020-2024 
 
Sussex Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) 
 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

         Other useful sources 
Selsey Action Plan  A Biodiversity 
Action Plan for Selsey Parish 2003 
 
Manhood Wildlife & Heritage Group 
Website www. mwhg.org.uk 

 

Abbreviations used 

AOD 
BAP 
CDC 
EA 
EBPG 
LBAP 
MWHG 
SMBC 
W&C Act 1981 
WSCC 
 

Above Ordnance Datum (above sea level) 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
Chichester District Council 
Environment Agency 
East Beach Pond Group 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
Manhood Wildlife & Heritage Group 
Selsey Model Boat Club 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 
West Sussex County Council 
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                                Appendix 1 East Beach Pond 2011 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                          Appendix 2. Diagram of Surface Water Drainage System                                                              

 

                                

                            Appendix 3.   Map of the Manhood Peninsula         

 


